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chosen, the governorship of the State became vacant.
Thereupon the question arose, whom should the Demo-
crats put forward for election in Smith's place? The
choice fell on Franklin D. Roosevelt. His visits to Warm
Springs had done him good, but he was still far from
cured, and at first he refused to stand. His friends,
however, pressed him to accept the offer, and at last he
agreed. His reward came on the election day when he
proved to be the successful candidate, and on January i,
1929, he took over his new duties as Governor of New
York.

During the years when Franklin Roosevelt had been
out of action a great change had taken place in the life
and interests of his wife Eleanor. At the time of her
marriage, and for several years after, she had taken little
interest in politics. She had not understood them, and
her husband's political ambitions and political life were
things in which she had no part. She had her children
and her home, that was her sphere, and she was content
that it should be so, and to leave the task of government
to the men. But when her husband was stricken down
and became a partial cripple; matters took on a different
aspect. It was important that his interests should be
maintained, that he should not lose touch with political
affairs, and to help towards this object, on the advice
of Louis Howe, Eleanor Roosevelt began to take part
in political work herself. At first she hardly knew what
she was doing, but as her interest grew and her under-
standing of politics quickened, she entered more and
more into affairs. Much of her work was naturally con-
cerned with women, like her connection with the